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Gaohar Nur (middle) provides guidance for visitors.

of the young generation
in China to the world,”
she added.

These young vol-
unteers serving CIIE
became a shining scen-
ery of the event, the
Shanghai Youth League
said.

CIIE volunteers are
nicknamed “little leaves”
after the clover-shaped
National Exhibition and
Convention Center.

In total, 3,591 “little
leaves,” who are stu-
dents from 40 local
universities and col-
leges, are serving at the
5th CIIE.

Among them, 11 per-
cent had served previous
CIIE, with three volun-
teers never missing any
one of the past four CIIE,
according to the Shang-
hai Youth League.

There was a significant
increase of volunteers
born after 2000 for this
year’s CIIE, accounting
for 89 percent of the
total.

They undertook train-
ing and drills before
their service started.

Wang Wenxiang, a
postgraduate of Shang-
hai Normal University,
started his work as early
as July as a long-term
management volunteer
of the expo.

He walked five or six

times around all ven-
ues before each “patrol”
with other volunteers.

“There are some chang-
es including the layout of
catering facilities, and I
need to carefully mark
them,” Wang explained.
“Accuracy is a basic
requirement.”

Zhu Kaiming of Tongji
University is a veteran
of volunteer services.
He had been serving
the event for the fourth
year.

“Stepping into the
venue, [ have both famil-
iar and fresh feelings,
and the patterns of “five”
at the central square and
on promotion posters all
remind me that the 5th
CIIE is coming,” he said.

Similar to last year,
Zhu was responsible for
receiving guests.

“Devotion endows
me with a sense of fun,
which is more stressed
since I became a ‘little
leaf’,” he said. “I want
to make every guest
satisfied.”

Li Xinjie, a volunteer
from Shanghai Polytech-
nic University, found the
center too large.

“It is very different
when you walk,” she
said.

She carefully recorded
the requirements in a
notebook one by one and

tried to keep each loca-
tion in mind to avoid
getting lost.

“I am very proud and
happy to be a volunteer
at the CIIE,” she said.

Huang Kailing, a teach-
er of the Youth League of
Tongji University, said
that “CIIE nurtures uni-
versity volunteers, who
tell the story of China
and promote voluntary
spirit at the same time
via the grand stage of
the expo.”

Nearly 22,000 volun-
teers served the past
four expos, according
to the Shanghai Youth
League.

They provided a range
of voluntary services
involving on-the-spot
guidance and consulta-
tion, guest reception,
exhibition registration
and management, news
release, transportation,
statistics, medical treat-
ment and emergency
rescue, and COVID-19
pandemic prevention
and control.

Some provided mul-
tilingual services to
foreign guests.

University students
have been active ap-
plicants, with about 40
universities involved in
volunteer recruitment
and organization every
year for the expo.

ClIE 7

Budding reporter’s journalistic
dreams receive a boost

Andy Boreham

I'VE attended the China International
Import Expo every year since it first
began, and I must admit that some as-
pects of it have become a bit like the
movie “Groundhog Day.”

But this year I experienced something
new: one of the expo’s volunteers, a
young woman who dreams of working
as a journalist, wanted to ask me ques-
tions about my job.

While me and my team were filming
the usual piece to camera in the expo
news media center, Zhao Yungiao, a
fourth year student at my old universi-
ty, Fudan, approached me and asked if I
had time to answer a few questions.

Usually this kind of request will
come from local journalists who want
to know what foreign journalists think
of the expo, of Shanghai, and of China.
And usually, once I tell them I've lived
in China for nearly a decade and work
for Shanghai Daily, they are at least a
tad less interested.

So I was more than willing to chat
with Yungiao about working in journal-
ism, but I had one condition: she had to
agree to be interviewed by me, too.

Originally from Chengdu, Sichuan
Province, Yungiao is getting ready to
graduate from her bachelor’s degree at
Fudan University. Soon she’ll take a gap
year — something quite uncommon here
in China — before returning to Fudan
to study a masters in journalism.

This is her first time volunteering
at the expo, and she has been thrilled
about the opportunity it gives her to
talk to foreign journalists about their
work, something she is also recording

Zhao Yungiao has been talking to many
reporters, especially foreigners, at the
CIIE to find out more about her dream
career. — Zhou Shengjie

for a vlog about her experience.

“I want to do a vlog about how Chi-
nese and foreign media reporters work,
live and experience the import expo,”
she told me. “So far I've met and chat-
ted with about 13 foreign reporters,
including you. I really want to know
what their experience has been like,
what the focus of their reporting is, and
things like that.”

She said that these conversations
have helped a lot with her understand-
ing of life as a journalist, and the kinds
of work she may encounter in her fu-
ture career.

“Being able to talk with journal-
ists is really exciting and makes me
happy,” she smiled. “When I chatted
with them, I talked about my future
career direction and they gave me a lot
of encouragement.”

Even though she’s confident about
what she wants to do in the future,
Yungiao said she sometimes worries
about whether she will succeed. A few
of the journalists she interviewed for
her vlog helped set some of those con-
cerns aside.

“Some of them told me they think I
will make a great reporter, just from
seeing how I interviewed them for my
vlog,” she smiled. “First and foremost, I
felt very encouraged and inspired.”

Yungiao also learned through her
conversations just how similar report-
ersin China and reporters overseas are.
“I think regardless of where a journal-
ist comes from, they all cherish looking
into the eyes of their interviewees and
listening to their real and specific life
stories.”

Being able to chat with foreign jour-
nalistsis aunique situation, specifically
brought about by the import expo, she
told me.

“CIIE is a window for our country
opening up ... an exciting opportunity
for Chinese and foreign friends from
all over the world to come together. I
think this kind of connection, this kind
of openness, is something that every
single person in the global village cher-
ishes and yearns for.”

And Yungiao dreams that one day,
journalism will take her to the four
corners of that massive village.

“I'look forward to being able to work
all around the world,” she said with a
gleam in her eyes. “Oh yes, I'm defi-
nitely looking forward to that!”



